March 3, 2010

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. BERKLEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

CORPORAL DUSTIN LEE
MEMORIAL ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I have in-
troduced H.R. 4639. It is known as the
Corporal Dustin Lee Memorial Act, to
amend title 10, United States Code, to
authorize the adoption of a military
working dog by the family of a de-
ceased or seriously wounded member of
the Armed Forces who was the handler
of the dog.

Mr. Speaker, 3 years ago I got in-
volved with a family from Mississippi.
It was somewhat by accident really. It
was brought to my attention that Ra-
chel and Jerome Lee, the husband, had
lost a son named Dustin Lee, and that
Dustin was killed for this country in
Iraq. He was a dog handler, and the dog
was wounded as well.

The Marine Corps took the dog,
named Lex, to the funeral in Mis-
sissippi of Dustin Lee, the Marine who
was Killed. And at that time the daddy,
Jerome Lee, and the mama, Rachel
Lee, wanted to have the dog stay with
them. Well, it wasn’t possible because
the rules and regulations said that the
dog, which was owned by the Air Force,
leased to the Marine Corps, had to be
retired.

So when the family, the mother and
dad, asked for the dog that their son
loved so much, the Marine Corps said
we need 2 more years of service by the
dog Lex. And when I heard about it, I
called the family in Mississippi. And
my heart went out to the family. I
asked the family what could we do to
help. And I don’t want to take credit
for this, Mr. Speaker, I want to give
credit to General Mike Regner, who
right now is serving in Afghanistan for
this country. He is responsible for this
happening. I just made a phone call.

Lex was retired 2 years ago this De-
cember at a ceremony down in Georgia,
and the family now has the dog. In
fact, Mrs. Lee is going to bring Lex and
come to Walter Reed on the 12th of
April. She wants to take the dog to
visit the troops at Walter Reed, which
I think is very magnanimous of the
mom and dad. They want to let the sol-
diers and the Marines there know what
happened with their son Dustin and say
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thank you, but also take Lex so that
Lex can say thank you to the soldiers
and Marines at Walter Reed.
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Mr. Speaker, I am going to yield
back my time in just a second. I am
going to ask my colleagues in the
House to please join us on H.R. 4639.
This, again, is to honor the families
who have given a child who happened
to be a dog handler the opportunity to
own that dog almost immediately after
the dog is cleared. And if it should be
a wounded soldier, marine, or airman
or seaman, they would have the same
opportunity.

So this is a photograph, Mr. Speaker,
of Lex looking at the headstone of the
grave of Dustin Lee, and Dustin is
there on his knees with his hands
around the head of the dog which was
Lex. This is very special, and that’s
why I wanted to bring it to the floor. I
ask my friends, again, to join me in
this legislation, H.R. 4639.

Mr. Speaker, as I always do on the
floor of the House, I want to ask God to
please bless our men and women in uni-
form. I want to ask God to please bless
the families of our men and women in
uniform. I want to ask God in his lov-
ing arms to hold the families who have
given child, dying for freedom in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, I want to ask God to
please bless the House and the Senate,
that we will do what is right in the
eyes of God for his people throughout
this country. And I want to ask God to
give wisdom, strength and courage to
the President, Mr. Obama, that he will
do what is right in the eyes of God for
God’s people in this country. And three
times I ask God, Please, God, please,
God, please, God, continue to bless
America.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

HARVEST MARKET OF
GRAINFIELD, KANSAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I am here this evening to recognize the
Harvest Market for its service to the
community and the citizens of Grain-
field, Kansas. The Harvest Market rep-
resents everything that makes a small-
town business work—community sup-
port, dedicated employees and a desire
to maintain a quality of life for those
living in and around Grainfield and
Gove County, Kansas.

During my travels throughout our
congressional district, the community
grocery store has proven itself to be
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the cultural center of rural Kansas. I
frequently hear from Kansans who con-
tact me following a conversation
they’ve heard at the grocery store.
Many times the grocery store, along
with the local barber shop, provides pa-
trons with the day’s current events and
activities. Economic development
within the First Congressional District
of Kansas can easily be seen as whether
a community does or doesn’t have a
grocery store. And I know my col-
leagues here in Washington, D.C., at
least some of them, find that hard to
believe that that can be an issue in a
community.

The viability of rural Kansas depends
upon fresh and affordable food as well
as the jobs a grocery store provides.
When we lose our grocery store, we
begin to lose our town. Grainfield is no
exception to this rule. In this tiny
community of 300 people, Harvest Mar-
ket provides the people of Grainfield
with everything from a cup of coffee
from the in-store shop to the food that
will make the evening’s dinner.

Dan Godek and his wife, Nicole, own
and operate the Harvest Market. The
Godeks continue to work hard by sup-
plying a wide variety of affordable
produce with meats and dairy products
in order to make the local shopping ex-
perience more enjoyable. With people
in rural Kansas willing to travel to
other communities featuring larger
stores, maintaining that competitive
edge is vital to both the store and the
community.

The couple has also made efforts to
make the store more energy efficient.
They’ve installed more efficient cool-
ers and are making plans for freezers
and reusable grocery bags. These
changes for efficiency reflect the long-
term goal of maintaining a thriving
business in this small town. Store effi-
ciency will help cut down on costs, al-
lowing the Godeks to put the extra
money back into the store. This in-
creased input means additional choices
for their shoppers.

Harvest Market is a socially impor-
tant component to Grainfield as well.
The store serves as a community cen-
ter for people to visit with their neigh-
bors. It is here that residents discuss
local news and run into old friends. The
Godeks also participate and help spon-
sor community events as their way of
giving back to the townspeople. Just a
few of their civic activities include or-
ganizing and sponsoring Cruise, Shoes
and BBQs, as well as sponsorship of the
Harvest Pie Festival on Labor Day
weekend.

While the Godeks work hard to main-
tain the success of the store, their fel-
low residents also have chipped in to
help around the store. Dan says that he
is very impressed with the locals and
how much they’ve supported him. Cus-
tomers are more than willing to lend a
helping hand by retrieving items from
the back and straightening the shelves.
One Grainfield resident commented,
It’s not just my store; it’s everybody’s
store. They’re all proud of it too. Even
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